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IX. 


THe UTILIZATION OF VETERINARY SKILL. 


It is always pleasant to notice public appreciation of 
the value of our calling, but perhaps the Rolin is too 
often qualified by the recollection of innumerable places 
in which it is ignored but in which its services would be 
useful and economical to an enormous extent. 


At the recent meeting of the British Medical Associa- 
tion the necessity of veterinary assistance in the inspec- 
tion of slaughterhouses and cowsheds was freely acknow- 
ledged. In this week’s issue of The North British 
Agriculturist it is pointed out that meat inspection 
should be “entrusted only to properly qualified veterin- 
ary surgeons.” A recent member of The Live Stock 
Journal notes that “the veterinary profession is making 
rapid strides in public estimation.” On the other side 
we cannot forget that the Board of Agriculture refuses 
the profession its proper position and that their example 
is followed by local authorities all over the kingdom. 
Parliament has given us some recognition, and it must be 
acknowledged that questions and answers in the House 
referring to veterinarians generally contain complimen- 
tary remarks from ministers and sound appreciation of 
our value from members. The Veterinary Surgeons Act 
of 1881 is a noble testimony to the estimation in which 
we are collectively held. The Animals Diseases Act also 
acknowledges our utility and provides for our employ- 
ment under many circumstances. One clause requires 
every County to appoint at least one veterinary inspector, 
and the letter of the law is fulfilled, but the spirit is 
neglected. It may be assumed that the intention of the 
legislature in framing this clause was not only to provide 
that on the discovery of disease some veterinary expert 
should be available to diagnose the malady and put in 
force the requirements of the law. The intention of the 
legislature evidently was that each Local Authority 
should have — at its command a professional adviser 
who could supply the information as to how disease 
could be prevented and controlled It is true that each 
county has appointed a veterinary inspector, but the 
majority of the authorities have interpreted the clause so 
that his services are never utilised except when some 
disease is prevalent, and then only as a sort of inevitable 
auxiliary to a police constable. The idea of any real 
preventive action seldom enters the head of the local 
authority. The necessity for a veterinary officer with 
authority and responsibility to offer his advice before 
disease becomes rampant is not recognised. The rule is 
to make the appointment, to do nothing until too late, 
and very frequently to do the wrong thing in simple 
ignorance. In most places the powers given to local 
authorities to make regulations as to disease are unused, 
and when an outbreak of disease arises a hurried meet- 
ing Is called and just sufficient regulations are passed to 
render legal the necessary steps for carrying out the 
Animals Diseases .Act. 


Clearly all these regulations should be ready, should 
systematically drawn and published, so that no delay 
place when disease was discovered. To the intelligent 


effective and economical if they provided for the preven- 
tion instead of merely the suppression of disease. This 
would be the case if every local authority possessed an 
expert adviser as one of its regular staff instead of a pro- 
fessional official who was never asked for advice until too 
late. The Board of Agriculture set the example of rele- 
gating their veterinary officers to a secondary consulting 
position, and local authorities imitate it. he Board of 
Agriculture have said that the duties of their veterinary 
experts are to study pathology and to give their opinions 
when asked by the lay staff. Local authorities hold an 
even cruder notion of the duties of their veterinary 
—- viz. that they should do what they are told 
and that the action against disease should be directed 
and arranged by committees and clerks destitute of an 
scientific knowledge. The utilization of veterinary skill 
by public bodies will continue to be neglected until the 
Board of Agriculture set an example of recognition and 
appreciation. 


Here and there are notable exceptions to the rule of 
ignorance and apathy. The County of Northumberland 
has for years depended upon the direction of Mr. Clement 
Stephenson, and with the result that no other county has 
such a record of economy and success in dealing with 
diseases of animals. Amongst the large towns, Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow, Liverpool, and Manchester, have set an 
example to others. They utilise the skill that only a 
veterinary training can give, and they direct the services 
of their veterinary experts not only to suppressing disease 
amongst animals but to preventing the transmission of 
disease from animals to man. The local authority of the 
Metropolis, with a population of five million human 
beings and an additional population of two millionanimals 
of all sorts, has no veterinary adviser ; and the trans- 
mission of disease from animals to man is apparently a 
fact of which it has not yet heard. 


This week we are glad to announce that the County 
of Salop has recognised the value of veterinary skill and 
determined to make use of it. They have appointed Mr. 
W. E. Litt as their veterinary officer and attached to the 
office an annual retaining fee. This is as it should be, 
and is a guarantee that the interests of the inhabitants 
will be aes after. The title of the appointment, 
“Veterinary Officer” is significant—it is not merely 
veterinary “Inspector.” From this we infer that Mr. 
Litt’s duties will not be confined to the examination of 
diseased pigs and horses, but will include the right and 
the necessity of advising on any matters affecting the 
health of animals, or the dangers to human life resulting 
from diseased animals. 


A PLAGUE OF FLIEs. 
Our attention has been drawn to the suffering inflicted 


upon horses in some stables by a plague of flies. The 
stables are littered with peat moss, and every autumn 
the lives of the horses are made miserable. Sponging 
with parafine, fumigation with carbolic smoke and an 
excessive use of disinfecting powder have failed to 
mitigate the nuisance. Can any of our readers advise ? 


Man it might appear that regulations would be even more 


| | 
y | 
iS | 
| 
1e | 
| 
n- . 
ed MW 
b- 
is 
ng 
ho 
est 
his 
ing 
ign 
* 
gsrs. 
ing, 
ig. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


August 15, 1896 


CASES AND ARTICLES. 


POLYURIA AND TUBERCULAR DISEASE. 
By C Surron, M.R.C.V.S. 


Reading in last week’s Record an account of two 
cases of tuberculosis in the horse, supplementing 
those previously described by Messrs. Walker and 
Hurndall, Iam prompted to send you a brief sum- 
mary of a case in a cart horse, 9 years old, which has 
quite recently come under my own observation. 

My attention was called to the case by the owner, 
a cow-keeper and farmer, during the late haying 
season, as the animal, from being in good condition 
and agreat eater, was perceptibly losing flesh, and 
when drawing a load uphill or in heavy ground, 
seemed to blow a good deal. I prescribed stimulants 
and tonics and advised a rest when the busy time 
shouldbe over. This was done, but appetite diminished, 
thirst increased, and urination became profuse, like 
the flow from the tap of a ginger beer barrel that had 
been turned on and did not know when to stop: the 
animal became weaker and more emaciated day by 
day. On auscultation I suspected heart trouble. 

l examined him on the 29th ult., and heard a 
crepitous sound on listening at the trachea in front 
of the breast. Next morning I was sent for as the 
horse was staggering about and in danger of becom- 
ing asphyxiated. I advised slaughter, and on open- 
ing the abdomen, the first thing that struck me was 
the remarkable appearance of the spleen, of which I 
forward a rough sketch, taken hurriedly as I had not 
much time to spare. Some of the tubercles were as 
large as cricket balls. There were tubercles on the 
mesenteric glands, the liver was studded with them. 
There was a tubercle in the pelvis of left kidney—right 

kidney not opened. Tubercles dotted over abdominal 
surface of diaphragm. Lungs emphysematous, and 
a few very small tubercles visible. Tubercle as large 
as a filbert on tricuspid valve of heart. 

The horse slaughterer, who has opened thousands 
of horses, said he had never seen a sight like it before. 
Neither had I. 


By Josern H. Carter, F.R.C.V.S., Burnley. 


In the last issue of The Veterinary Kecord, August 
8th, 1 read two most interesting cases entitled 
“ Polyuria as a symptom of tubercular disease in the 
horse,”’ from the pen of Mr. J. R. Green, of Alfreton. 

In concluding these two articles Mr. Green states: 
“In Case No. Ll. about the 3rd week of illness I 
applied the mallein test for glanders, with negative 
results.” Why certainly, what other results could be 
expected. If Mr. Green was suspicious of the exist- 
ence of glanders, well and good, but he distinct] 
states that he suspected tuberculosis, and to quote his 
own words, he says—-‘‘ Bearing in mind the former 
case, and concluding I had tubercular disease to deal 
with, I informed the owner of the fact, and had the 
— ~~ after six weeks’ illness.” 

_ May I ask the author of this communication j 
applied the tuberculin injection ? and if argo 


I contend it would have been more consistent with cm 


the case had he done so. ' It may perhaps be an over- 
sight or a printer’s error, and tuberculin meant instead 


of mallein as printed. On the other hand if no error 


may I respectfully: ask that gentleman with what. 
object he injected “‘ mallein,” and, under the circum- 
stances, what result he expected, other than what he 
got, viz., negative. 

As we all know, Tuberculin and Mallein are without. 
doubt most valuable agents for establishing the exist- 
ence or non-existence of the particular diseases for 
which they are prescribed. Under the circumstances 


I am at a loss to know why mallein in this particular 


instance was selected in place of tuberculin. I ask 
the question with all due deference and respect to Mr.. 
Green. 


ABNORMAL TEMPERATURES. 
By W. E. Lirt, M.R.C.V.S., Shrewsbury. 


The article on this subject in your recent issue 
has tempted me to look up some notes of a case which 
occurred in my practice about two years ago. I was. 
called one night about 9 p.m. to a horse which I 
found to be breathing rapidly, in fact as your corres- 
pondent says the respirations were practically un- 
countable. The temperature was 112 4-5thdgs. I 
gave a draught of pot. chlor. 3jv., liq. amm. acet. 3ij,. 
aq. ad. 3xij, and returned in an hour and a half’s 
time armed witha second thermometer, asI felt sure 
the one I had used niust be out of order. On care- 
fully adjusting both of these, however, I found them 
to be precisely the same, the temperature at this 
time being 107 3-5th dgs. Iam perfectly satisfied in 
my own mind that the temperature as taken in the 
first instance as 112 4-5ths was quite accurate, as the 
instrument is a first class one, and I had, and have 
since, used it hundreds of times. I am sorry to say, 
however, that it is now broken, having come to grief 
in the rectum of a wretched little pig suspected of 
having swine-fever. 

Reverting, however, to the patient, I had him 
heavily clothed and bandaged and gave him a second 
draught composed this time of quin. sulph. gr. xtv.,. 
dissolved in aq. 3xij. On my visit early next morn- 
ing the temperature had fallen to 103dg., the respira- 
tion was normal, and the horse was eating apparently 
all right. The same morning he was quite recovered 
and I have heard no more of him. I cannot hear 
from any of my professional friends that they have 
ever seen anything approaching so high a tempera- 
ture as this, nor can I read anywhere of such an ex- 
treme case. 


Too Funny. 
The popular idea that the age of a horse can always be 


Y | told by looking at its teeth (says a veterinary surgeon) is 


not entirely correct. After the eighth year the horse has 
no more new teeth, so that the tooth method is useless 
for telling the age of a horse which is more than eight 
years old. As soon as the set of teeth is complete, how- 
ever, a wrinkle begins to appear on the upper edge of the 
lower eyelid, and a new wrinkle is added each year, 80 
that to get at the age of a horse more than eight years 
d pe must count the teeth plus the wrinkles.— 
ers. 
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VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The summer quarterly meeting washeld at the Queen’s 
Hotel, Leeds, on July 31st, 1896. Mr. J. Clarkson, Gar- 
forth, president, in the chair. The following members 
were present: Messrs. J. E. Scriven, Tadcaster, hon. 
treasurer; A. McCarmick, Leeds; Philip Deighton, 
Selby and Riccall; Gavin Scott, Scarbro’ F. W. 8 
Clough, Morley ;Sam Chambers, Kirkheaton ;8. Wharam, 
Leeds ; J. Cooke, Scarboro’ ; A. W. Mason, Leeds ; A: W. 
Briggs, Halifax ; J. Atcherley, Harrogate ; G. Whitehead, 
Batley: H. Snarry, York. The visitors were : Messrs. 
C. Radway, A. J. Lane, E. Murray, Malton; E. Child 


(vet. student), H. Dyson Huddersfield. 


The SecrEerary (Mr. Frank Somers) announced receipt 
of letters from gentlemen regretting their inability to 
present, including Profs. Williams, W. O. Williams, Prit- 
chard and 7 and Messrs. G. W. Carter, Keigh- 
ley ; and J. Abson, Sheffield. 


ELECTION AND NOMINATION OF MEMBERS. 


On the motion of Mr. Somers, and seconded by the 
President, Mr. H. Newsome, of Thornbury, was elected a 
member. 

Mr. C. DRABBLE, of Bradford, was nominated for mem- 
bership by Mr. Somers. 


A Recent CRITICISM OF THE PROFESSION. 


Mr. Somers said that in accordance with the wish of 
the last meeting he had written to Mr. T. Myers, 
butcher, of Leeds, with reference to a criticism of the 

rofession on the occasion of a deputation from the 
National Federation of Meat Trades to the President of 
the Local Government Board (Mr. Chaplin) on the sub- 
ject of tuberculosis. According to a report that was pub- 

ished in The Yorkshire Post of the interview Mr. Myer’s 
was alleged to have said that “he heard that veterinary 
surgeons told cowkeepers when their beasts were attack- 
ed with tuberculosis to fatten them up and send them to 
the market, and the butcher who bought them had to 
bear the loss.” Mr. Myers had replied, “In answer to 
yours of this morning I beg to contradict most emphati- 
cally that I made any such statement as you mention. I 
have not seen the Yorkshire Post report, therefore I could 
not know anything about it. I think you know me 
better than to think I could make any such foolish state- 
ment, confessing as I do that veterinarians cannot always 
tell when the disease may be in its first stage.” 

Mr. Brices thought that Mr. Myers himself ought to 
make known his denial through the same channel as the 
report was published. He accordingly moved: “That, 
in the opinion of this meeting, after duly considering the 
text of Mr. Myer’s reply to the challenge issued to him at 
the instance of this Association in April last, and seeing 
that his attention was directed to the publication of the 
alleged statement in The Yorkshire Post, Mr. Myer’s 
Ought, in all fairness to the veterinary profession, to have 
given an emphatic denial to the statement through the 
medium of the same journal. This Association is also 
onous to draw the attention of the readers of The 
ete Post to the fact that Mr. Myers was not the 

sident of the National Federation of Meat Traders as 
gy in the said issue of The Yorkshire Post.” 

Mr. A. W. Mason seconded, and the resolution was 

unanimously agreed to. 


THE SERVING oN JURIES. 
circular letter of the Southern Counties V.M.A. 


matters mentioned in the communication. They ought 
certainly, in his opinion, to try to get the liability of 
serving upon juries to be removed. He invited the 
opinion of the members on the subject. As to the ques- 
tion of fees that was a matter which touched them very 
closely and he need not say very much about it. 

Mr. J. CooKE pointed out that the question of serving 
on juries had been discussed on various occasions W 
different societies and in the professional periodicals. If 
the opinion of the profession were obtained he thought 
it would be found that the majority of them were in 
favour of an Act of Parliament being ed to exempt 
them from serving upon juries. He thought they had a 


* | justifiable reason in asking for a Bill with that object in 


view. 

Mr. Mason observed that it had been the endeavour of 
the Council, and it was their wish now if possible, to get 
an Act of Parliament exempting veterinary surgeons 
from being called upon to serve as jurors. One of their 
presidents had made inquiries of a Government Depart- 
ment, and was advised not to press the point, because it 
would not be acceded to them. That, however, was no 
reason why they, as a profession, should not keep on 
agitating. The more they agitated the more support 
they were likely to get, and it was possible that they 
might get in the thin edge of the wedge. 

Mr. Seonme moved a resolution supporting the action 
of the Southern Counties Association. 

Mr. J. E. Scrrven seconded, and the resolution was 
adopted without dissent. 


THe Late Mr. J. M. Axe. 


Mr. Mason moved a vote of condolence with the 
family of the late Mr. J. M. Axe, of Doncaster, to whose 
worth he testified both professionally and socially. 

The resolution was seconded by the President, sup- 
ported by Mr. Cooke, and agreed to in silence. 


Rupture oF Rectum. By Mr. P. DEIGHTON. 


A ten year old Shire mare in good condition, and which 
had previously had two or three foals. On the 2nd of 
June she was served by a very vigorous Shire horse and 
directly afterwards was put into the cart shafts to lead 
manure. The owner was obliged to take her out, as she 
began to show pain, making small pieces of dung, ete. 
She was taken home and given a colic draught ; she con- 
tinued to show a little pain all the afternoon. I was 
called in to see her at night, and found the pulse up and 
breathing slightly accelerated, gave her an anodyne and 
left. Next day found things much worse ; the defeca- 
tion going on very fre ane and in small pieces, and 
continual straining. examined per rectum which 
I found empty for about 10 inches. Then I found a mass 
of dung iad after removing it found a rupture in the 
rectum, about 14 inches from the anus. From this day, 
June 3rd, the dung had to be removed by the hand or 
injections. The mare gradually got worse day by day, 
smelt bad, and strained occasionally ; no appetite, 
refused food from the first day. I called in my friend 
Mr. Scriven on 10th June. The mare eventually died on 
the 12th June, ten days after copulation. The mare was 
removed 5 miles ina cart. I found about 2 yds. of the 
small intestines had come through the rupture in the 
rectum. The post-mortem revealed extensive peritonitis 
and a rupture in the rectum 6 inches in length. There 
was no communication with vagina or uterus. Now as 
there is possibly some law to follow I refrain from men- 
tioning what I think was the cause of the A rae and 
hope that some of the gentlemen present will help me in 
the matter. 


A discussion in camera took place, as the matter was 


The Prestpent emphasised the importance of the two 


still swh judice, among those speaking being Mr. Scriven 
Mr. Briggs, and Mr. 5. Wharam. , 
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RADIOGRAPHING AND CHLOROFORMING SMALL ANIMALS. 
By Mr. Cooke. 


The subject of his first remarks was a rough-haired 
cross-bred dog, which fell over a cliff and fractured the 
hind limb on two separate occasions in two separate 
laces, Considering that radiography was all the rage 

e thought it would be interesting to the members if he 
got a specimen of the animal radiographed. He tvok 
the dog to an exhibition at Scarborough and had it 
radiographed by Professor Coard. He believed it was 
the first canine subject that had been radiographed. The 
fracture of the femur was shown, but unfortunately the 
second fracture which occurred below the hock he was 
unable to get. He had no doubt that radiography would 
he of great use to them in the diagnosis of diseases 
when it became more perfected. This animal was put 
under chloroform. It took him 10 minutes to get under 
the influence and he was kept under the influence 35 
minutes. 

Mr. Cooke read some notes taken by Professor Coard. 
Afterwards he exhibited some chloroforming and secur- 
ing appliances which, he explained, were brought out by 

Professor Hobday. He found the hobbles very useful 
for securing animals for surgical operations and for 
chloroforming purposes, because there was no restric- 
tion on the respiratory movements. Up to the time of 
trying this cap he had entirely given up the tse of 
chloroform in canine practice, as he found by the old 
method of procedure death was the rule rather than the 
exception, with diseased dogs especially. The dogs he 
had placed under anesthesia by this means were not 
diseased. He had not had an opportunity of using it 
largely as he had only had it in his possession about 
three weeks. With regard to chloroform itself he thought 
the pure was decidedly preferable, as a smaller quantity 
was required and the cost was not greater than methy- 
lated. There was less liability to death, and pen i 
in horses there was a saving in time. With pure chloro- 
form he produced anzsthesia in a horse in less than ten 
minutes, whereas with methylated chloroform he found 
7 or 8 minutes more was required. He had made a few 
rough notes of animals placed under chloroform by means 
of this apparatus. 

The first subject, which was a rough fox terrier, aged 
LO month, was tried without preventing the admission of 
air to the cap. Half an ounce of pure chloroform was 
placed in the bottle and for 20 minutes he tried to get 
the animal under its influence without effect. Another 
half an ounce added produced the effect in five minutes. 
The dog was kept ao the influence for 15 minutes. 

A black French poodle, aged 8 months. The bottle 
was nearly filled with methylated chloroform. The anes- 
thesia was produced in six minutes. The hand in this 
case was placed over the nozzle partly occluding the 
air. He tried for 25 minutes to destroy the animal with- 
out effect. 

A cat, age 18 months, and slightly mangey. One 
ounce of chloroform was placed in a bottie and anes- 
thesia was produced in Pre minutes. The hand was 
placed over the nozzle, partly preventing the admission 
of air, and for 25 minutes he tried to destroy the animal 
rye 

A rough-haired terrier, age 24 years. The bo yas 
nearly filled with methylated «nell and ee 
was produced in 10 minutes. The hand was placed over 
the nozzle partly occluding the air. He also tried for 
25 minutes todestroy this animal without effect. 

The next subject was one for radiography. It was a 
very rough-haired cross-bred dog, aged 2 years: and 3 
months. The bottle was filled with pure chloroform and 
anesthesia was produced in 10 minutes. The hand was 
placed ney 7, hag nozzle. This took place in a 
warm close room. The dog was kep i 
altogether about 35 minutes. 


He also experimented upon a rough fox terrier bitch, 
pregnant, aged one year. An ounce of chloroform was. 
used and it was 8 minutes going under the influence; and 
for surgical purposes it was kept under the influence of 


chloroform for 10 minutes. 


TUBERCULOSIS OF THE SPLEEN IN THE Horse. 


Mr. Cooke said his notes were casually made at the 
time that he saw the animal in question. Standard 
authors gave no diagnostic symptoms. Professor Williams 
in his work on Veterinary Medicine said that there 
were no diagnostic symptoms by which this disease could 
be recognised during life—the only symptom that he 
gave being pallidity of the mucous membrane—and that 
two cases had been reported where the symptoms shown 
was a tendency to rush back when the head was touched. 
He (Mr. Cooke) had had two cases under his notice with 
we so similar that he thought when taken collec- 
tively there would be no difficulty in diagnosing this 
disease. To show that when the symptom was taken 
individually mistakes might occur, he might say that the 
former case was under the notice of four veterinary sur- 
geons before his advice was asked. One considered the 
brain affected, another spinal injury, and two some 
chronic form of indigestion. The first case was reported 
in The Veterinary Journal in 1890. The symptoms were 
so similar in the two cases that his description of the 
fresh case would suftice. 

A brown coaching filly, aged three years, belonging to 
Mr. Bishop, of Haburn Wike, near Scarboro’. From the 
history he gleaned that the animal was unwell last 
autumn, and it was thought to be toothache or some 
disease of the teeth. The position of the animal was so 
characteristic of the former case of tuberculosis that he 
had under his charge that he was led to ask the question 
whether it had ever been stabled with cows, as in the 
former case, the animal was stabled for nearly two years 
with cows. He ascertained that the animal when stabled 
had never been in any other place but a cowshed ; also: 
that two years ago several cows were shot which were 
described to him as piners, evidently pointing to tuber- 
culosis. This might be a coincidence but it was worth 
noting. He found no a = the excretions. The 
appearance was generally unthrifty, slightly roached 
back ; difficulty in getting head pus being 
unable to eat any food from the floor; pining of the 
muscles, especially of the neck, back of shoulders, and 
front of chest; stiffness of gait and turning; when 
turned round sharply a slight grunt was emitted. When 
the nose or mouth was touched the animal rushed back, 
and somewhat resembled a horse suffering from a mild 
form of tetanus. It lay a great deal, with imbe stretched 
out, and placed the head on the knees. When standing 
the head was occasionally resting on the manger or any 
other substance. In rising from the ground the animal 
uses the hind limbs first, ina similar way to the cow. 
The visible mucous membrane was pallid ; frequent pulse 
55; temperature 101 ; appetite fairly good. 

Diagnosis—tuberculosis of the spleen. Prognosis— 
death. He recommended slaughter. The owner, hav- 
Ing spare grazing, turned it out to grass off the bank 
sides, as it was unable to grass in the usual way owing 
to its not being able to get its head down. A message 
was left on the 20th of July to say that the animal was 
doing no good and that it could be shot for his inspec- 
tion at uny time. He again visited the animal on the 
27th July, with the object of photography. He was then 
told that the animal did not lie so much, but when going 
into that position she walked round in a circle, dog- 
fashion, be ore dropping. She was now grazing on the 
banks sides and did not seem so sensitive about the nose, 
that was to say, she was not inclined to rush back s° 
much. The pulse was 65 ; temperature 101. It was his 
intention to try the tuberculin test, but he had not the 
opportunity. As to the post-mortem, all the internal 
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organs were pale and flabby. Parts of the spleen, 

nereas, and lungs were forwarded to Professor Mc- 
Paden for examination microscopically, and he kindly 
and promptly reported that the lesion in_ the spleen was 
tuberculosis. Singularly this spleen only weighed 1]b. 
1440z., whereas the weight of the spleen in the other case 
which came under his notice was 16lbs. Mr. Cooke ex- 
hibited six a showing the characteristic posi- 
tions of the animal during life. He also showed part of 
the spleen. 

The PRESIDENT remarked upon the importance of hav- 
ing discussions upon matters such as_ those now laid be- 
fore them, and personally thanked Mr. Cooke. | 

Mr. SomERs congratulated Mr. Cooke upon his up-to- 
date remarks. With reference to tuberculosis of the 
spleen he mentioned that some time ago he had a case 
where the animal wasted away and absolutely refused 
food of any kind. 

Mr. Brices : Was tuberculosis confined to the spleen? 
Was the liver free. 

Mr. CooKE: Yes. 

Mr. Briees, alluding to the chloroforming of small 
animals, inquired if any member had intentionally de- 
stroyed dogs by chloroforming them. ; 

Mr. Mason said he had tried to destroy dogs in that 
way _ could not, and had gone back to the use of prus- 
sic acid. 

Mr. Somers remarked that he had never tried to kill 
them by using chloroform, because the administering of 
prussic acid was a much easier method. 

_Mr. Brices mentioned that he had a client who had 
insisted that he should chloroform a horse before shoot- 
ing it. 

Ir LANE said he had a small terrier to destroy and 
thinking that pure chloroform would kill the animal he 
gave it an ounce. ' The chloroform did not seem to do the 
dog any harm and he gave it some more, but it re- 
pe 

The PRESIDENT gave his experience of administering 
chloroform to three dogs. The first case, which was at 
College, was a failure, but in the other two instances 
the dogs were certainly chloroformed to death. 

Mr. CooKE was surprised at the remarks of Mr. Mason 
and Mr. Briggs. At first he thought they were joking, 
but afterwards concluded that they were serious. Both 
dogs and cats were susceptible to death under the chloro- 
form when administered in the ordinary way. He had 
had animals die like flies. In regard to putting small 
animals to death he never adopted any other means than 
chloroform in dogs and cats taken to his place. He 
reckoned from two to two and a half and three minutes 
quite sufficient. He put the animal to be destroyed in a 
box and put about 140z. of chloroform on the sponge. He 
found that death resulted in two or three minutes with- 
out any recognisable pain. 

Mr. Brices said that a few years ago the Nizam of 
Hyderabad appointed a commission, upon which several 
eminent Englishmen sat, to decide whether chloroform 
was a dangerous drug to use as an anesthetic. The re- 
sult of their inquiry was that they could not poison an 
animal by chloroforming except in certain cases. 

_ Mr. Scrtven (to Mr. Cooke): Do you put the animal 
in a box and exclude the air ? ; 

Mr. Cooke: A certain amount of ventilation is given 
for the first minute, then the box is closed. 

Mr. Brices : But that is suffocation. 

Mr. Warm said his experience was the same as that 
of Mr. Mason and Mr. Briggs. With him chloroform had 
ee a success, and he generally administered prussic 

Mr. Cuampers’ referring to the horse described by 


ur. Cooke, asked whether it was possible to get the 
8. 


The PRESIDENT, in closing the discussion, remarked 
that they must congratulate Mr. Cooke \upon bringing 
forward the cases that he had. At the same time he 
could not quite agree with Mr. Cooke on one point, and 
that was about not being able to reach the ground for 
food. He had recently a case where the animal grazed 
right up to its death. 


THE TREATMENT OF CHEST AFFECTIONS. 
By Mr. WHaram. 


There are so many diseases in the treatment of which 
it is the usual course to apply counter-irritants, that it 
would be impossible for me in a short communication to 
give more than an outline of the varied uses and abuses 
of those very common applications. Therefore I intend 
to confine myself to counter-irritation in affections of the 
chest, and myreason for so doing is because I believe the 
most diverse opinions exist, not simply as to whether 
certain applications are more or less beneficial than others 
but that they positively do harm. Professor Williams, in 
his book, “The Principles and Practice of Veterinary 
Medicine” says (page 613 on pneumonia)—“ The applica- 
tion of the so-called counter-irritants is not only useless 
but dangerous in the earlier stages, and uncalled for 
when convalescence is progressing favourably. On page 
621 Professor Williams says referring to pleurisy. “The 
so-called counter-irritants, with rare exceptions, are in- 
jurious, and cantharides, turpentine and mustard are 
condemned.” I agree with the Professor that when con- 
valescence is progressing favourably there is no necessity 
for a counter-irritant, but I consider the statement to be 
too sweeping, and apt to deter us from applying counter 
irritants to the advantage of both ourselves and patients. 
Prof. Williams also states that his views are endorsed by 
physicians, and quoted, Dr. Wilson Fox and others. 

As I was constantly hearing so many different opinions 
as to the value of applications to the chest, and not wil- 
ling to accept the views said to be held by the majority 
of physicians,in human medicines, I conducted experi- 
ments on my own account, which have been carried out 
for 12 months—Jan. Ist, ‘95 to Dec. 3!st-—on three studs 
of horses, the total number being 612. In every case of 
chest affection during that period, the majority of which 
were congestion of the lungs or pleurisy, each side received 
a moderate application of mustard, not exceeding 12 in. 
sq. in the first instance, and if in six hours time no im- 
wovement was manifest blankets were applied after 
Wert been wrung out of hot water, with felt pack out- 
side. Out of 70 applications of mustard it was only 
found necessary to use the blankets nine times, and of 
these nine only one horse died. Mustard was chosen for 
its general convenience, being readily prepared by mixing 
with cold water into a paste, quickly applied, two minutes 
rubbing being sufficient, with brown paper placed over 
before the rug was put on, easily removed if necessary, 
not causing prolonged irritation and uniform in its action, 
fluids being apt to blister severely at the most depend- 
ing parts. 

An indiscriminate use of anything is always to be con- 
demned, but if counter-irritation is applied as described, 
the patient being well clothed and allowed plenty of air, 
very little inconvenience and no distress is caused by its 
use. I have frequently seen mustard and other irritants 
applied all over the ribs at each side, the throat and down 
the neck to the breast, the latter especially causing much 
pain, profuse perspiration, and unquestionably doing 
much harm. The methad I first described has’ worked 
so satisfactorily, as compared with previous experience, 
that it will now be adhered to for the future by me 
These remarks are made not with the idea of laying down 
any hard and fast rule, for every case requires separate 
consideration ; but to show that a moderate use of what 
is so often condemned is often beneficial. After perusing 
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ment of congestion of the lungs, pneumonia, pa. etc. 
counter-irritants are recommended, and the following re- 
marks by Dr. Thorogood is evidently a step in the right 
direction. 

“ Although some therapeutists have of late been disposed 
to question the value of counter-irritants, on the theoreti- 
cal ground of inability to explain. their mode of action, 
yet there is not wanting evidence, both from clinical 
observation and physiological experiment that irritation 
in one part of the body may affect the functions and 
nutritition of other parts. That the stimulation of the 
surface can influence decidedly the circulation of deeper 
aes has been demonstrated by Dr. Brown Sequard, for 


ie found that irritation of the skin of the back over the’ 


kidneys caused a contraction of the arteries supplying 
those organs. From this experiment we can understand 
how a blister may relieve a sudden congestion in the 
lungs or brain, and how it may act in restoring tone to 
dilated and paralysed capillaries.” 

Mr. CHaMBers agreed with Mr. Wharam in a moderate 
use of counter-irritants. 

Mr. ArcHERLEY also expressed the opinion that if they 
did not sometimes follow the treatment described a good 
many animals would die. 

Mr. Brices said he must congratulate Mr. Wharam 
upon his paper. Anyone who had charge of an omnibus 
stable, where horses were worked hard, knew that if they 
did not use mustard and other applications they would 
lose their animals. 

Mr. Lane said that as a junior member of the pro- 
fession he must say that he did not agree with the appli- 
cation of these counter-irritants, especially the use of 
mustard. During the last three or four years he had 
done work in London and Leeds, and had not followed 
the treatment described. Personally, he thought that if 
they used anything at all it should be something of a 
soothing nature. He thought that the removal of a 
horse perhaps from a crowded stable into a loose box 
where it got plenty of fresh air was more beneficial than 
the use of counter-irritants. 

Mr. WHITEHEAD said he was a believer in counter- 
irritation. He had a few railway horses under control 
and his cases did well with the treatment in question. 

Mr. Cooke believed that mustard was a painful appli- 
cation. 

Mr. CLouGH said he had followed the mode of treat- 
ment on lines similar to those described by Mr. Wharam. 

Mr. Somers remarked that, as Mr. Wharam had pointed 
out, every case required separate consideration. There 
was no doubt that in some chest affections stimulants 
causing the circulation to increase was a very good 
method to adopt, and particularly in immediate cases of 
congestion. 

The PRESIDENT said that on this subject he found 
himself in the minority. He did not believe in mustard. 

Mr. WHARAM said that for the discussion it appeared 
that the ep ang agreed with him that the application 
of mustard was beneficial. He did not advocate, as many 
— did, blistering a horse all over ; that was distinetly 

etrimental, It would be impossible for him to get the 
same results without mustard. If the application was 
done in good time they could obtain good results. 
Mustard was easily applied and they could leave the 
application in the hands of foremen. 

Mr. ScriveEN said that both he and his partner (the 
President) were rather antagonistic towards the applica- 
tion of mustard. Occasionally he applied mustard him- 
self but he did not leave it with the foreman. 

Mr. WHakaAmM wished to explaim that he instructed 
the men as to when and how to apply the mustard. He 
added that out of a stud of 200 horses last year they only 
lost one animal, and that dropped dead in the street from 

Mr. LANE: There is more in fresh air in givi 
poor brute a little more pain. than in giving » 


RuptTurRE OF STOMACH. 


Mr. CHAMBERS brought forward a case of rupture of 


the stomach following castration. 


After listening to the paper the President and other’ 


members said the rupture could not have arisen from the 
act of castration. 


Mr. CHAMBERS said the information he could get was. 


very little. He did not, however, think there had been 
any previous disease ; he thought that the animal must 
have overeaten himself. 


Uncommon AccIDENT TO A Foat’s Foor. 
By Mr. J. E. Scriven. 


The subject of communication is a carting foal, about 
a fortnight old, the property of Mr. D. Stocker, Towton. 
It was running in a pasture with its mother, under care- 
ful observation and management. On May 10th it was 
found standing, holding the near foreleg clear of the 
ground and quite afraid to move. It was with great 
difficulty travelled home, a distance of a few hundred 
yards, put into a box, and our services called to it. 

On examining the injured member I found the entire 
hoof-wall and sole had been torn off. How this accident 
occurred is purely a matter of conjecture, the severed 
hoof being end in the middle of the field some distance 
from where the foal was first noticed. I am strongly of 
opinion that it must have been caused by the mare 
treading it off, as I can find no other solution of the 
difticulty. The piece of surrounding ground is almost 
perfectly level, quite free from rabbit holes, wire fencing, 
or any thing where the animal might have been fast. 
You will notice how cleanly the hoof had been torn off, 
the horny lamine scarcely being broken. The toe of the 
os pedis, about 1-inch deep, and 14-inch across, of a semi- 
lunar shape and entirely devoid of covering, was pro- 
truding injuriously. The foal had evidently been walking 
on it on its way home, part of which was on the turnpike, 
the bone was blackened and apparently necrosis was 
almost certain to supervene. 

My client thought it would be best to destroy it, but I 
advised a trial. The coagulated blood adherent to the 
sensitive lamin I allowed to remain, I then bound up 
the whole foot in cotton and boracic acid ointment, using 
the ointment very freely as I intended it to remain at 
least two days before removal. On the second day I 
removed the dressing and was agreeably surprised to 
find no hemorrhage, and the pedal bone gradually dis 
appearing. A quantity of a watery discharge was present 
and continued for a week, but there was never any feetor. 
In the meantime I had a leather boot made like a socket, 
reaching up to the fetlock, just large enough to hold the 
foot and dressings. It was now dressed: daily, freely 
using the same dressing as before. 

In a week’s time the new horn had grown fully 
4-inch from the coronary band, and in Setle that time 
14-inch, the sole and frog growing more rapidly and 
growing from heel to toe. 

By the end of June the wall and sole almost met at 
the toe, and no doubt would have done but for a small 
ridge of the pedal bone preventing. Now at this 
time the foal could walk about, and had an almost 
perfect foot again. Discontinued dressing. During the 
course of the case the opposite leg showed signs of break- 
ing down, but now since using the lame one it is rapidly 
regaining its natural position. The animal can now trot 
on the hard road and shews only the slightest lameness, 
the only thing noticeable being a .tendency to clu! 
een, which I expect the animal to grow out of in 
ime. 

Mr. Mason said he was afraid that the foot would 
never form like the other one. 

The PRESIDENT said the case brought out two points. 
One was the usefulness of boracic acid. It was a drug 
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which seemed to be greatly scoffed at, but this case at 
any rate went to show its value. The second point was 
always to think twice before destroying very young 
animals. 
Mr. Brices: That is to say, give a chance to the 

best doctor—Nature. 
INFLUENZA AMONGST HoRSEs. 


Mr. BriceGs said that Mr. Wharam had covered much 
of the ground that he had intended to take. One of his 
strong points was the usefulness of mustard in cases of 
influenza, such as they had had since Xmas. He had also 
intended to remark upon certain cases where death had 
supervened after an animal had gone to work—that was 
when the animal had been put to work too soon. , His 
experience was that that was a serious mistake to make. 
He found that pleurisy was the worst complication in all 
these forms of influenza. As a sequel of this complaint 
he had had two or three cases of purpura hcemorrhagica 
which had yielded to treatment, though very slowly. He 
had something like 14 or 15 horses suffering from it. It 
was no doubt infectious ; it had been three months going 
through some stables, but in no case had it taken 
a horse twice. He wished to recommend the treatment 
that Mr. Wharam had advocated. He was a strong be- 
liever in mustard, which was handy, but he always mixed 
it with aired water. 

Mr. Mason said he was one of those individuals who 
did not apply mustard. 

Mr. WHITEHEAD afterwards mentioned a case of em- 


he PRESIDENT proposed a vote of thanks to the 
members who had introduced subjects to the meeting, 
and this was seconded by Mr. Somers and cordially 
agreed to. 

A hearty vote of thanks was also accorded to the 
President, the speakers to the resolution dwelling upon 
the success that had attended Mr. Clarkson’s idea of 
having several short papers for discussion, instead of only 
one. 

The PRESIDENT, in reply, said his idea was that in 
having a series of papers and addresses they would have 
greater variety and more interest in the discussions. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


A.V.D. PENsIONs. 


The new pension rules for the Army Veterinary De- 
partment have received official sanction, and will, it is 
understood, be shortly published. They are as follows:— 
Veterinary-Lieutenant-Colonel, after thirty years’ service, 
£420 per annum. Vet.-Lt.-Col., after twenty five years’ 
service, £400 perannum. Veterinary- Major, after twenty 
five years’ service, £300 per annum. _ Vet.-Major 
after twenty years’ service, £200. This scale of pensions 
ls not likely to quicken the flow of promotion, the stagna- 
tion in which is paralysing the zeal and energy of the 
officers of the Department. 


VETERINARY 


_ Sanction has been accorded to estimates aggregating a 
little over Rs.19,000 for certain works required in con- 
hection with the introduction of the station veterinary 
hospital system at the following stations: Bangalore, | 


thusiast on the subject of horse-breeding, and matters 
there is reason to believe will go on improving so long as 
he is to the fore, as he has induced several of the native 
States to take the question up. Mule breeding, too, is 
looking up. The Geccionaas have imported first-class. 
donkey stallions from Europe and elsewhere, and for the 
past three years they have been able to obtain the whole 
of their requirements in mules, both for transport and 
for ordnance purposes, within the limits of India. But 
now there is a proper Veterinary Staff. No longer is it 
left to doctors to advise on matters of horse-breeding 
and horse supply. Even so late as the last Afghan war 
more than one Indian Service doctor was called on to 
assist in the purchase and passing of mules for the front. 
Could it have occasioned surprise, therefore, that half 
the mules broke down completely, and had to be des- 
troyed before they had been a week at work? Or that 
official documents in the archives at Simla, signed by a 
distinguished Surgeon-General, are found to condemn 
a number of excellent mules on the plea that, they were 
in foal at the time they were brought before the mem- 
bers of the Medical Inspection Staff to be passed into 
the Service ?—County Gentleman. 


‘ 


THE VETERINARIAN IN INDIA. 


No one wishes to underrate the inipettesien of the 
horse-breeding industry, but still we must urge that from 
the point of view of the people of this country the sup- 
pression of disease among cattle, and the improvement 
in the breed of bullocks and milch kine, is a;matter of 
infinitely om importance than the production of re- 
mounts. It is the plain duty of the Local Government 
at the present moment to insist strongly on this aspect 
of the question. They have already done so in the past, 
and we trust will do so even more strongly in the future. 
There is ready to their hand a subordinate staff to work 
with, which, with proper supervision, can be made of 
immense use to the people, and it is a clear duty to pro- 
vide that supervision. This cannot be done, it is to be 
feared, without the appointment of an additional Veter- 
inary Surgeon to supervise the veterinary staff, to en- 
quire into the best methods of suppressing disease, and 
to advise the Agricultural Department and the Govern- 
ment on the best methods of improving the indigenous 
breeds of cattle. The Superintendents at present em- 
ployed are unable to do this, because their attention is 
so much taken up with the interests of horse-breeding ; 
and at least one special officer to deal with all questions 
connected with cattle is urgently required. During the 
past cold weather Veterinary Captain Pease, Assistant to 
the Inspector-General, Civil Veterinary Department, has 
been making a tour in this province and has collected 
much valuable information regarding the various breeds 
of cattle, and their diseases. But it is not for six months 
only that a man of this type is required. The permanent 
oat of such an officer is an absolute necessity, 
and would repay the cost many times over ina very short 
time. Spasmodic efforts to improve the breeds of cattle 
have frequently been made, and the distributing of 
Hissar stud bulls has doubtless done good in many 
instances. But from want of professional knowledge 


Rs.10,859 ; Bellary, Rs.450 ; St. Thomas’s Mount, Rs.7742. these bulls have often been sent to places where the ex- 


isting breeds of cattle were totally unfitted for their em- 


Vet.-Lieut. E. E. Martin, Professor at the Veterinary 
llege, Lahore 


loyment and, as in the case of horse-breeding, attempts 


reverts to military employ and is suc- | have been made to push the industry in parts of the 


ceeded by Vet.-Lieut. H. A. Sullivan, from Bangalore. | country which are unsuited for it, with the result that 


Horse BREEDING IN INDIA. 


/ money has been uselessly thrown away and the efforts of 
Government discredited. 


It is especially necessary that the greatest care should 


The present Inspector-General of the Civil Veterinary | be exercised in is the localities in which it is 
e- 


partment, Veterinary-Colonel Queripel, is an en-' desirable to foster catt 
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success may be achieved. For this purpose a fully quali- 


fied veterinary surgeon with a special knowledge of cattle 
is required, and it is not every officer who has that special 
turn. Veterinary Captain Pease is probably one of the 
best men who could have been selected for this work, 
but it is said that he is shortly to be vg 1 in another 
important post. No time should be lost in selectin 

another officer for the work. There is an immense dea 
to be done in this direction. Economy is an excellent 
thing in its proper place, but to neglect the opportunity 
which now offers, in order to save the pay of a veterinary 
officer, would not be economy but unwise parsimony.— 
The Civil and Military Gazette, Lahore, June 20th. 


THE LOSS OF HORSES IN WAR. 


A valuable article on “The Enormous Loss of Horses 
in War” appeared a few days ago in the Pall Mall 
Gazette, and although it is probably not written by a 
soldier, it gives evidence of so much research, and fur- 
nishes such valuable lessons, that we heartily commend it 
to the attention of all who are interested in the supply and 
reserve of horses for the Army. It certainly merits more 
than to be merely glanced at and thrown aside. The 
writer quotes the following statistics : At Fontenoy 311 
men and 635 horses were killed, wounded, or missing ; 
in the charge of the Light Brigade 280 men and 360 
horses were lost; the German artillery at Wéorth lost 
135 men and 225 horses ; at Gravelotte 160 men and 200 
horses in the cavalry, and 950 men and 1300 horses in the 
artillery. The proportion of horse loss depends very 
much on the nature of the fight. It is always greater on 
the beaten side, and very rarely is the number of men 
killed and wounded greater than that of the horses. In 
the British artillery at Waterloo “there were six times 
as many horses as men killed,” but the writer calculates 
that for the present century “the average would work 
out et 112 horses to 100 men” in cavalry and artillery, 
if the disastrous Austrian retreat of 1566 were omitted. 
But it is not easy to see why that retreat should be 
omitted if the past is to be a guide to the possibilities of 
the future. The casualties in actual battle are, however, 
but small as compared with the losses from overwork, 
starvation, and disease Napoleon crossed the Niemen 
into Russia with 60,000 cavalry, and returned in six 
months with 1600. In the Crimea 500 artillery horses 
were killed by the enemy, but 2000 died of want and 
disease. At the siege of Plevna the Russians lost, out of 
66,000 draught horses, 22,000 by overwork ; and of the 
5000 horses that we landed in Egypt in 1882 only fifty- 
three were killed in action, but 2500 fell sick and 600 of 
them had to be destroyed. 

With figures like these before our eyes it is passing 
strange that the warnings of the danger we incur by 
having no adequate reserve are still unheeded. The late 
General Ravenhill demonstrated that we had not horses 
enough for ane army corps, that 12,600 would be required 
to complete two army corps, independently of lines of 
communication, and that our total deficiency was 18,100 
Our relative position is no better now than it was when 
General Ravenhill formed his estimate. Without horses 
our so-called third and even our second army corps can 
deceive nobody but ourselves, and all that we can at 
present accomplish is to supply a fair quality and limited 
quantity of horses to the Army in the piping times of 

ce. We know not how to complete our required 
strength for a serious conflict, much less could we re air 
the waste of war. A subsidy is paid to cab and omnibus 
—— for maintaining what is termed a reserve. but 
es ave ey, ae out that horses such as these 

ave never bee 
n difficult to obtain.—Army and N avy 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 
THE SEIZURE OF DISEASED MEAT AND 
BUTCHERS’ CLAIMS FOR COMPENSATION. 


By R. Sypney Marspen, M.D., D.Sc., D.P.H., E.RS., 
Edin., Medical Officer of Health for Birkenhead. 


The seizure of diseased meat, without in any way com- 

nsating the butchers for the losses they sustain, 
ong formed a “bone of contention ” between them and 
sanitary authorities, whilst the recent (April 21st) depu- 
tation from the National Federation of Meat Traders 
which waited upon the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board (Mr. —— and the President of the 
Board of Agriculture (Mr. Walter Long) has brought the 
subject very prominently forward before the public, and 
seems to call for further consideration. 

The question is one surrounded with difficulties, and 
many considerations have to be taken into account be- 
fore we can arrive at anything like a satisfactory solution. 
At first sight there would seem to be a gross injustice be- 
ing done to the butchers, and our sympathies are at once 
aroused in their favour. : We must not, however, too 
rapidly jump to conclusions, and regard them as the only 
persons subject to exceptional treatment, but even if this 
were so the circumstances of their. case are exceptional, 
and therefore must call for special dealing. 

It is impossible within the limits of this paper to dis- 
cuss all the points which arise in connection with the 
many different diseases for which meat is seized, but as 
the greater part of the agitation which has been raised 
has originated out of the seizure of tuberculous meat, I 
shall for the present confine myself to a consideration of 
the subject in relation to this disease, as any solution of 
the difficulty effected with regard to tuberculosis will 
form the basis on which disputes connected with other 
diseases will be settled. . 

Let us for amoment consider the case for the butchers 
as stated by them to Mr. Chaplin and Mr. Long. What 
they say is this. That at the present time they are called 
upon to make sacrifices for the public good, and great 
monetary losses in a manner they consider unjust. They 
say: We go to open markets, and there purchase animals 
in genuine good faith, believing them to be good sound 
articles (sometimes getting them certified by a veterinary 
surgeon), and pay a fair market price. We have often 
no means of testing whether they are likely to be 
diseased or not, but on slaughter they are found to be 
tuberculous and are seized by the inspector or medical 
officer of health. They contend that they should not be 
called upon to be at a loss for what they cannot possibly 
avoid, and that they are entitled to compensation for 
carcasses that are confiscated in the interests of the 
public health. They do not, however, ask for compensa- 
tion for any beast bought at under £8 or over £30. 
Nothing could seem more fair or reasonable than the de- 
mand here made, and if only the matter was as simple as 
the above statement would appear to show I do not think 
that any fair-minded person or the public generally 
would be found to deny the claim. It is, however, not 
quite so simple a matter as it would appear, and other 
considerations have to be taken into account as well as 
the butcher's loss, and from my point of view the matter 
stands thus. The public have a right to be supplied with 
a pure, genuine, and unadulterated article for thelr 
money, and the butcher who undertakes to supply them 
is not entitled to come and say : “I cannot tell before I 
buy a beast whether it is diseased or not, therefore 
ought to be allowed to sell it, or else the public ought to 
pay me for it as if I had sold it.” The greengrocer, thé 
tishmonger, and milk dealer have all as good a right t0 


the claim as he. It is, in fact, one of those risks of trade 
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losses which are constantly occurring to the individual in 
every business, although in most cases the loss does not 
appear toaccrue from some direct benefits conferred upon 

e public. It is, however, a loss which ought to be met 
by insurance on the part of the butcher. Then these 
seizures for tuberculosis are by no means so common as 
the butchers would have the public believe, and any 
single man who is constantly having carcases seized from 
him is either buying questionable beasts at a lower rate 
and taking his risk or he is buying from a thoroughly in- 
fected farm or district which his common sense ought to 
teach him to avoid. 

I am perfectly certain that not 10 ‘aad cent. of the cattle 
bought which afterwards prove to be tuberculous would 
not, if tried, give an experienced butcher good grounds 
for suspicion of their diseased condition. But if he can 
get rid of all liability he will not take the slightest pre- 
caution to ascertain whether it is so or not. 

Birkenhead, | am happy to say, has the reputation 
in the meat trade of being the most severely inspected 
town in the country. Now, what proportion of seizures 
for tuberculosis do you think we make? We kill on an 
average some 240,000 beasts per annum, and the average 
number of beasts’ carcasses seized for tuberculosis since 
Ihave been there—that is, during the past five years, 
has only been ten per annum, so that you see this great 
outcry in our case at least is certainly not warranted by 
facts. This statement, however, is not altogether a com- 
plete one ; a very large proportion of the animals killed 


and the United States. With home-fed cattle the pro- 
portion in some districts is much higher, and in this par- 
ticular portion of Cheshire I believe that 20 per cent. of 
the cattle are affected with tuberculosis, so that any 
butcher buying from the farmers of this or any similarly 
affected district runs a very great risk of losing 20 per 
cent. of his purchases. He is, however, perfectly aware 
of this fact, and when he does so therefore it is his business 
to take very special precautions to insure himself against 
subsequent loss. 

And this brings me to another point for consideration, 
and that is the relationship of the farmer to this meat 
question. The primary trouble begins with him, and in 
my opinion he ought not to be allowed to rear animals in 
such a manner as to give them every possible chance of 
taking and perpetuating the disease; by keeping his 
animals in too small, ill-ventilated, and often infected 
ship-pens, and in many cases not taking the most elemen- 
tary care with regard to the cleanliness of the animals, 
their lairage, or their feeding tubs, and in the case of 
milk cows by constant excessive milking. He has then 
no right, I think, to go into the market and get the best 
price for his cattle, according to their general appearance 
and regardless of whether they are affected or not, with- 
out incurring any part of the subsequent loss which falls 
upon the butcher owing to the farmer's bad rearing of his 
stock. Individual hardships may occasionally occur, 
but I am satistied that a great deal more care could be 
taken by the parties primarily concerned to get rid of 
this disease amongst cattle if only they would set them- 
selves to do so. And with a view of bringing about such 
a desirable result I think the cost connected with its 
eradication should be equally divided amongst the par- 
ties directly concerned, so as to make it an object of care 
and watchfulness on the part of each. 

I would suggest, therefore, that whenever a carcase of 
4 east bought for over £8 is seized for tuberculosis or 
other disease that the cost be equally divided, one-third 
part being paid by the farmer who reared the animal (or 
stg as the case may be), one-third by the butcher, 

be nina by the sanitary authority on behalf of the 
public. It then becomes an object of interest with all the 
Parties concerned to eradicate disease, and puts them all 


Dr. Marsden concluded by moving : 

This it be an instruction to the Parliamentary Bills 
Committee to approach the Government with « view to ob- 
tain a uniform scale of compensation in cases of carcasses. 
seized for tuberculosis, and this Section of the British 

Medical Association expresses its opinion : 
| That in all cases where carcasses of animuls deposited or 
exposed for sale as food are seized and destroyed under the 
provisions of the Public Health Acts (or by other voluntary 
arrdngements) for tuberculosis, the loss should be borne in 
equal proportions by 
1. The seller or breeder of the animal ; 
2. The butcher or other persons to whom the animal 
belonged when it was seized ; and 
3. The local authority. 


In the absence of Dr. Scurfield, Dr. Cooper-Pattin, 
Honorary Secretary, in order to expedite the proceedings, 
formally seconded the resolution. 

Dr. DryspaLeE (London) was much gratified to hear 
that such a small proportion of cattle were affected by 
tuberculosis.in Birkenhead. He had just been informed 
by a Glasgow practitioner that the tuberculin test showed 
that 60 per cent. of the cattle in the neighbourhood of 
the city were affected. | Tuberculosis ought unquestion- 
ably to be included in the list of cattle diseases for which 
compensation was given. He believed that cattle were 
often infected by human beings, and that this was the 
reason why there was so little tuberculosis in country 
parts and in America. 

Sir CHARLES CAMERON (Dublin) fully recognised the 
importance of the subject not only to the public, inclu- 
ding the vendors, but to the medical officers of health. 
When examined some years ago before the Commission 
he had strongly urged the inclusion of tuberculosis 
among the diseases of animals scheduled in the Diseases 
of Animals Act. Personally he would rather eat the 
flesh of animals affected with pleuro-pneumonia than 
with tuberculosis. In Dublin tuberculous carcasses were 
constantly detected and condemned. This was not now 
the case with pleuro-pneumonia, as compensation was 
given to the owners of animals affected with that disease. 
He was disposed to think that it would be desirable to 
amend Dr. Marsden’s resolution so as to recommend as 
an alternative the inclusion of tuberculosis amongst the 
diseases scheduled in the Act. 

Dr. MAxXwELL Ross, Honorary Secretary, pointed out 
a discrepancy between Dr. Marsden’s paper and his re- 
solution, and Dr. Marsden undertook to modify the 
resolution. 

Dr. Wueattey (Blackburn) thought Dr. Marsden’s 
resolution would not have the effect at which it aimed. 
If tuberculosis were included in the Act and compensa- 
tion for compulsory slaughter were given a marked ad- 
vance would be made. But he hoped that no form of 
compensation would be suggested which was not also 
accompanied by measures enabling us to stamp out the 
disease. 

Mr. GarstanG (M.O.H. Knutsford) agreed that it was 
the farmer who was chiefly responsible for the evil. The 
majority of cowsheds were as insanitary as they could 
well be, and there could be no wonder that tuberculosis, 
once introduced, was freely communicated. As in the 
case Of human beings so in the case of cattle, improved 

sanitary surroundings would do more to combat tubercu- 

losis than any form of compensation, for compensation 

would only act as a temptation. 

The resolution, modified by permission of the meeting 

as follows, was then moved by Dr. Marsden, and seconded 

by Sir Charles Cameron : 


That in all cases where a carcass of u beast bought for 
over £8 and under £30 is seized for tuberculosis the cost 
shall be equally divided in the following proportions, 
namely: 


on 
an equal footing as regards cost. 


One-third by the sellef or breeder of the animal ; 


} 
4 
| t 
y 
iS 
S- 
ne 
ed 
I 
of 
of 
ill 
er 
ers 
hat 
led 
‘eat 
hey 
vals 
and 
ary 
ften 
be 
o be 
ical 
be 
sibly 
for 
the 
£30. 
e de- 
as 
ink 
rally 
not 
other 
ell as 
natter 
with 
their 
them 
fore I 
fore 1 
ght to 
er, the 
ight to 
f trade 


56 THE VETERINARY kECORD 


august 15, 1896. 


One-third by the butcher or other person to whom the 
animal belonged when it was seized; and — 

One-third by the local authority ; ; 

Or asan alternative, that this disease (tuberculosis) he 
scheduled in the Contagious Diseases Animals Act 
with pleuro-pneumonia. 7 


On a vote being taken, 6 voted for the resolution and 4 


against it, and it was declared by the President to be 


carried. Several members present, including the Hon. 
Secretaries, did not vote.—-Brit. Med. Journal. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


— 


THE GENERAL KNOWLEDGE EXAMINATION. 


Although somewhat late in the day, I shall be glad if 
you will grant me sufficient space in the coloums of T'he 
Veterinary Record to refer to one or two points connec- 
ted with the much discussed education question. 


(1) The Position in 1894. 


In the first place I desire to refer to that now famous 
deliverance of yours contained in the letter which you 
wrote to Mr. Hill onthe 18th of October, 1894—“ I know 
no published rule of ours which says they (the subjects) 
must be passed en bloc.” Now I know that a lawyer in 
desperate straights for an argument might maintain that 
the sentence quoted is merely an assertion of the 
writer's own ignorance regarding the bye-laws bearing 
on general education, but when it is borne in mind that 
the letter in question was written in reply to an inquir 
as to whether it was necessary for a candidate to pass all 
the subjects of the examination at one sitting, it cannot 
alana be denied that the sentence amounted to a dis- 
tinct declaration that in our bye-laws in 1894 there was 
nothing forbidding the acceptance of any of the certifi- 
cates mentioned in our list, even although the subjects 
embraced by them had been passed at several different 
examinations. That opinion was erronous, as the follow- 
ing considerations will show. 

1 have before me the Register for 1894, and on page 81, 
under the heading “ Alterations of bye-laws passed July 
2Ist, 1892,” I find the following : “That on and after the 
7th September, 1893, students who enter the veterinary 
schools shall, prior to their first professional! examina- 
tion by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, pro- 
duce a certificate that they have passed the Preliminary 
General Educational Examination in force after 1st 
January, 1892, of the General Medical Council, or pro- 
duce an educational certificate recognised by that body 
to the Secretary, Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 

eons. 
? Clearly then we were in 1894 bound to refuse any cer- 
tificate that was not acceptable to the General Medical 
Council. What certificates were accepted by that body 
in 1894? The answer to that is contained in the follow- 


(1) The position in 1894. We publish with much 

Professor McFadyean’s rather belated letter, 
short a comment as possible on those points with which 
we disagree. The letter, in which I said “I know no 
published rule of ours ete.” was written after lookin 

through the published bye-laws and finding no rule as nd 
candidates passing the examination at one sitting. As 
Professor McFadyean confesses the bye-laws contained 
no such rule I maintain my letter was correct. That 
a missing bye-law was printed on some other page of the 
Register does not in my opinion show that my statement 


ing extracts from the resolutions of the General Medical 
Council :— 

“The Council will not in future accept any certificate 
of pass in preliminary examination in general education 
unless the whole of the subjects included in the prelim- 
inary examination en by the Council for Registra- 
tion of Students of Medicine have been passed at the 
same time.” “Provided that a certificate of: having 

ssed a university examination required for graduation 
in arts: or a senior or higher local university examina- 
tion, or a senior grade examination of the Intermediate 
Education Board of Ireland, or the leaving certificate 
examination (honours and higher grade) of the Scottish 
Education Department wherein the specified subjects of 
general education are included, may be recognized for the 
purpose of registration.” 

Now, with these extracts from our own bye-laws and 
from those of the General Medical Council before them, 
I ask your readers whether in the opinion already quo- 
ted to the effect that the examination might be passed 
piece-meal, was correct or not. To my mind it appears 
clear that the opinion was absolutely erroneous, and that 
to your unfortunate error is traceable all the trouble we 
have since had with reference to this question. 


(2) Inconsistency and Error. 


Iam aware that you do not admit the error, but I re- 
gret to have to point out that you have at different times 
endeavoured to justify the statement referred to on 
grounds that are not consistent with each other. For 
example, when pressed upon this point at a meeting of 
the Central Veterinary Medical Society held on the 7th 
of May last, you endeavoured to show that the bye-law 
which for brevity’s sake we may call Captain Raymond’s 
bye-law, was not in force in 1894, because it was not 
mentioned in series with the others, but appeared with 
what you described as “obsolete rules” on a separate 
page in small type. But in taking up that line you had 
evidently forgotten that you had yourself on a previous 
occasion appealed to Captain Raymond’s motion as hav- 
ing been in force in 1894. Here is the quotation, which 
you will find in the report of the Council meeting held 
on the 4th of December, 1895. 

“Mr. Hunting said this was extremely important. He 
would like to point out two rules in 1894. e first said, 
‘students shall produce a certificate that they have pa 
a preliminary general educational examination in force 
after January Ist by the General Medical Council, or 
eng an educational certificate recognised by that body. 
That rule was not in force now.” Surely after you 
in December, 1895, admitted that Captain Raymond’s 
bye-law was in force in 1894, it was wholly-unjustifiable 
to turn round and deny this in 1896.” However, in case 
you should still be disposed to maintain that Captain 
Raymond’s bye-law had been allowed to drop out of our 
bye-laws in 1894, I must show how untenable such posi- 
tion is. The ground that you took up at the meeting of 
the Central Veterinary Medical Society in May last w: 
that because Capt. Raymond’s bye-law was not prin 
with the other numbered bye-laws but appeared at a 


was wrong. If Capt. Raymond’s bye-law was legally 
alive, though not in the published list of bye-laws then 
of course the inference suggested by my letter was 
erroneous. 

(2) Inconsistency or Error. What I saidat the Central 
meeting I have repeated above. Whether it is an e!toh, 
or whether it is inconsistent with any other statement 0 
mine Tam not anxious toargue, but I do assert that it 18 
a true account of the motives and reasons of my mu! 
abused letter, 
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later page in small type, it had virtually become obsolete. | continued to state in the calendar of the Royal Veterinary 
But if that is the case, then we had in 1894 absolutely no | College, and in the advertisements of the College that 
bye-laws whatever dealing with the general knowledge | appeared in the professional journals, that all the sub- 
examination, and you ought to have maintained not that | jects of the general knowledge examination must be 
we were free to accept divided certificates, but that we | passed at one sitting. The exact words used were : 
had no right to demand any educational certificate at all ' “Candidates must pass at one eraminaticn in all the 


from students who joined in 1894. ; 
Captain Raymond’s bye-law appeared in the 1894 


Register just as it stood in the Register of the et aye | bye-law that sanctioned the acceptance of divi 


ear, and it had in no sense dropped out of our bye-laws. 
it is true that it follows what are called the bye-laws in 
the index, but the page on which it appears is headed 
“ Alterations of bye-laws,” and jt stands along with the 
resolutions of Council which introduced written exam- 
inations, the four years course, and four examinations. 
Will you seriously maintain that tie Council acted w/tra 
vires in imposing written examinations in 1894, or in 
compelling students who joined in that year to study four 
sessions ? 

(3) The Position in 1895, 

I trust I have shown conclusively that in 1894 Capt. 
Raymond’s bye-law was in force, and that we were there- 
fore at that time debarred from accepting any certificate 
not recognised as sufficient by the General Medical 
Council, and I have next to justify the action of those 
who in 1895 maintained that we were still bound to 
accept only such certificates as would satisfy the General 


Medical Council. 


In connection with this part of the subject you have 
both in public meeting and in your own columns prefer- 
red against me a somewhat serious charge, viz., that dur- 
ing the revision of the bye-laws in committee in 1894 it 
was on my motion that Captain Raymond’s bye-law was 
dropped out, that I was therefore the main instrument in 
effecting a change which left us free to accept certificates 
that were not recognised as sufficient by the General 
Medical Council, yet that I subsequently turned round 
and repudiated the very bye-law that had been passed 
on my initiative. Now this means either that I, knowin; 
the full effect of what I proposed, induced the Counci 
to pass a bye-law that lowered the standard of general 
education, or that | was instrumental in passing such a 
bye-law but did not forsee the effect of it. Let me deal 
with the more offensive of these charges first. It is per- 
fectly true that I moved the omission of Captain Ray- 
mond’s bye-law, and the substitution for it of another 
which said simply that candidates for the diploma must 
produce one of the certificates mentioned in a ——— 
schedule, but I can mention a fact which wil convince 
everyone who knows me that I never intended that this 
should justify the acceptance of divided certificates, or 
certificates not recognised by the General Medical Coun- 
cil. After the new bye-law came into force (in 1895) we 


(3) The position in 1895, Professor McFadyean com- 
plains that I have charged him “that during the re- 
Vision of the bye-laws in committee in 1894 it was on 
ty motion that Captain Raymond’s bye-law was dropped 
out.” This was not the charge exactly. It was in Jan., 
1895, at a Council meeting that Prof. McFadyean and 
Mr. Dollar substituted for Capt. Raymond’s bye-law, one 
that left out all reference to the General Medical 
Couneil. 

This isa fact which cannot be gainsaid, and I have 
Used it as illustrating the curiosity of the position that 
the two men who did the act should have been the loud- 
Sst in blaming other people for the consequences. Prof. 
ch adyean confesses “It is perfectly true that I moved 

omission of Captain Raymond’s bye-law” and then 

© says he “never intended that this should justify the 
acceptance of divided certificates or certificates not re- 


subjects required by the General Medical Council.” 
Will anyone believe that | was a party to 
ed certi- 
' ficates from the students of any school, and yet refused 
to take advantage of the alterations at the London 
school ? 

And now as to the alternative charge, that whether [ 
knew it or not, the omission of Captain Raymond’s bye- 
law left us free to accept certificates that had to be re- 
fused while it was in operation. This is just as baseless 
as the other, for the schedule that forms part of the new 

' bye-law (which I proposed) is copied from the regulations 
of the General Medical Council, and does not include a 
single certificate that was not acceptable under Capt. 
Raymond’s bye-law. Our schedule corresponds exactly 
with what are called divisions I. II. and III. in the 
regulations of the General Medical Council, and these 
regulations say: “The examinations in divisions I. IT. 
III. at present entitle to registration on production of 
satisfactory evidence that the applicant has passed 
them.” In other words, the regulations of the General 
Medical Council say that an applicant who produces a 
certificate that he has passed one of the examinations in 
divisions I. II. or III. is entitled to be registered as a 
medical student, and the new bye-law which I pro- 
posed says just the same thing with reference to veterin- 
ary students. 

What then, you will ask, was my motive in moving 
the omission of Capt. Raymond’s bye-law, and the sub- 
stitution for it of another which had precisely the same 
etfect so far as relates to the acceptance of divided cer- 
tificates ? The answer to that is very simple. Captain 
Raymond’s bye-law bound us to accept or refuse certifi- 
cates according as there were or were not acceptable to 
the General Medical Council after Ist January, 1892. 
In the wording of the bye-law there appeared to me to 
be a serious objection, viz., that a certifieate acceptable 
tothe General Medical Council (and therefore to us also) 
at the beginning of the session might, owing to an 
alteration made by the General Medical Council in the 
interval, be no longer acceptible when the student came 
up for examination at the end of the session. It was to 
such a as this that I moved the 
pye-law which the Council accepted in place of Captain 
Raymond’s motion, and it would A become you, who were 
a consenting party to the alteration, to represent it as an 
under-hand way of sanctioning the system of piece-meal 
examinations. 


ever said that divided certificates could be accepted 
under our bye-laws. But he goes further and says that 
the bye-law he substituted for Capt. Raymond’s left the 
certificates under the same regulations as were passed in 


ee by the General Medical Council.” No one has 
accused him of any such intention, and no one has 


1892. This is certainly not the case. The certificates in 


| the schedule were unaltered, but no rule enforced their 


acceptance by the General Medical Council or = that 
they must be obtained at one examination. Prof. Mc- 
Fadyean tells us his motive in altering the bye-law. I 
had always thought his motive was what he now says, 
viz., that we might have definite rules which would not 
be liable to confusion by every change made by the 
General Medical Council. I believe that we should have 
retained bye-law 52 as framed by Professor McFadyean, 
and added to it a sentence saying the certificate should 
be passed at one examination. The Council \at their 
last meeting, guided by Prof. McFadyean, strange to say 
have just substituted Mr. Edgar’s motion for that of the 
professor in January, 1895. 
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(4) Action of the Council. 

And now I come to the consideration of the action of 
the Council with regard to the acceptance of educational 
certificates during the past year. In the month of 
November last it came to the knowledge of the Council 
that the secretary to the Examining Board in Scotland 
had been accepting certificates that were not recognised 


_ by the General Medical Council, that he had, in other 


words, been accepting piece-meal certificates of the 
Educational Institute of Scotland. He had been accept- 
ing as satisfactory two certificates when one was asked for. 
I am aware that you have on various occasions denied 
this, but | shall have no difficulty in proving that such 
was the case. Here isa quotation from a letter by Mr. 
Rutherford which the President read at the meeting of 
Council held on the 4th of December last. The letter is 
not printed in your report of the meeting, and it would 
be interesting to know why such an important document 
was omitted. “Cases have been where a student has 
come up with more certificates than one arising in this 
way. He has been short of say one language, or perhaps 
in mathematics, and these certificates have been accepted.” 
The italics are mine. 

And with this information before them what did the 


majority of the Council on the initiative of the President, - 


resolve todo? Telegraph to Mr. Rutherford instructing 
him to “accept certificates as before.” Here then we 
have the secretary to the Examining Board in Scotland 
confessing that he had been in the habit of accepting 
divided certificates (two instead of one), and the Council 
by a ‘ey | confirming the illegal practice, and yet you 
object to the statement that the Council thereby 
violated its own bye-laws and lowered the standard of 
education. 

Nor was the illegality committed through ignorance 
or inadvertence, for after the Council had at its January 
meeting declared by a majority that this instruction to 
Mr. Rutherford was illegal, you persuaded them at the 
next meeting to expunge this resolution and thus for a 


(4) The action of the Council. Lam not responsible for 
the action of the Council any more than other members. 
1 certainly objected to a sudden order being issued a few 
days before an examination which would have upset the 
usual proceeding without notice, and possibly have been 
unfair to students. I also decidedly objected to a motion 
carried by half a dozen members asserting that the action 
of Council was in violation of its own bye-laws. One 
—— explanation I may offer on this section of the 

rofessor’s long letter. He refers to a letter from Mr. 
Rutherford which was read at the Council meeting on 
December 4th, 1895, and says: “The letter was not 
printed in your report of the meeting and it would be 
interesting to know why such an important document 
was omitted.” The insinuation in this sentence marks 
the spirit of unfair suspicion which has left its trail all 
through this controversy and is probably eccountable for 
the misunderstandings which have arisen. My answer 
to the question is simple—I was not in the room when 

s report, so [ heard of it for t st time in thi 
ot Profesor Mel'adyemn's e first time in this letter 

5) Another ignorant error. Professor 

that “one of the errors into which a ay fallen 
through ignorance of the bye-laws” is the belief that if 
any certificate contained in the schedule were presented 
by a student we must not go behind it to enquire whether 
the subjects were passed at one sitting or several. I 
confess to the belief but I do not allow that it is due to 
ignorance. The Professor offers a test. He says “Th 

moment the Educational Institute of Scotland grants ; 
certificate embracing subjects passed at different. time 

the certificates cease to be acceptable to us because the 
examinations were not the preliminary medical va 


second time ot formal sanction to the acceptance o 


divided certificates. 
(5) Another Ignorant. Error. 

And in connection with this action of the Council I 
must point out that even the unrestricted acceptance of 
single certificates is not, and was not, allowed by our 
bye-laws. This is one of the errors into which you have 
fallen through ignorance of the bye-laws, and into which 
you have led others. You have said in effect that all that 
our bye-laws require is one certificate embracing the 
specified subjects, and that when we get this we must 
not go behind it and inquire whether the subjects were 
passed at one sitting or at several. To test this let us 
take, for example, the body which now examines the 
majority of intending entrants to the veterinary schools 
in Scotland, viz., the Educational Institute of Scotland. 
In the bye-law in force in 1895 our schedule recognises 
the “preliminary medical examination ” of that body and 
that clearly is the examination which satisfied the re- 
quirements of the General Medical Council, an examina- 
tion in which all the necessary subjects must be passed 
at one time. The moment the Educational Institute of 
Scotland grants a certificates embracing subjects passed 
at different times, the certificates ceased to be acceptable 
to us because the examinations were not the preliminary 
medical examination of that body. This applies in the 
same way to the preliminary medical examination by the 
College of Preceptors, to which intending entrants tothe 
London Veterinary College are submitted. 


(6) Charge ot Bad Faith. 

In bringing this letter to a close emmy me to say that 
1 have written it not with the object of showing that 
you and others who acted with you were wrong, but in 
order to disprove the charge of bad faith and misrepre- 
sentation which you levelled against me before and since 
the recent election of members of Council.—I am, 
etc., 

5th August, 1896. J. McFapyEan. 


nation of that body. This applies in the same way to 
the preliminary medical examination by the College of 
Preceptors, to which intending entrants to the London 
Veterinary College are submitted.” This “test” does 
not affect my belief in the slightest, still less does it con- 
vict me of error—ignorant or otherwise. I find in the 
schedule only one certificate of the Educational Institute 
of Scotland mentioned, and that is—‘‘ The Preliminary 
Medical Examination.” On the face of it no other 
certificate from that body could be acceptable. If how- 
ever, that certificate is forthcoming we cannot go behind 
it to ask questions about the way in which it was 
obtained. The reference to the College of.Preceptors 1s 
not quite so accurate because in the schedule two certif- 
cates from that body are named (45) Preliminary Exam 
ination for medical students and (44) Examination for a 
First Class Certificate or Second Class Certificate, etc. 
No mention of General Medical Council or of bei 
gained at one examination.’ We cannot go behind suc 
a certificate if granted by the College of Preceptors. 
Again I might refer to the Schedule and point out that 
three certificates from the Intermediate Education 
Board of Ireland are named. The only qualification 
being that each must “ include all the subjects requ! 
Our rules have not yet named “the subjects required. 
(6) Charge of bad faith.—I do not think [haveanywhere 
charged “bad faith” against Professor McFadyean. 
have charged “ misrepresentation ” against a party, a” 
if the professor accepts the responsibility of all his party 
has written I cannot acquit him. I fear I can hardly 
reconcile the whole letter with its concluding paragraP 
but I can say conscientiously that all I have written 0? 


the question has been to disprove the charges of bad fal 
and misrepresentation levelled against me. .H. 
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